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CON 


2. Satisfied fo as not to oppofe. 

Submit you to the people’s voices. 

Allow their officers, and be content 

To fuffer lawful cenfurc. Shakefpeare' s Coriolanus. 

ToConte'nt. v. a. [from the adjective.] 

1. To fatisfy fo as to flop complaint; not to offend ; to appeafe 
without plenary happinefs or complete gratification. 

Content thylelf with this much, and let this fatisfy thee, 
that I love thee. Sidney. 

It doth much content me 

To hear him fo inclin’d. Shakefpeare' s Hamlet. 

If a man fo temper his a&ions, as in fome one of them he 
doth content every faction, the mufick of praife will be fuller. Bac. 

Great minds do fometimes content themlelves to threaten, 
when they could deftroy. Tillotfon , Preface. 

Do not content yourfelves with obfeure and confufed 
ideas, where clearer are to be attained. Watts's Logick. 

2. To pleafe ; to gratify. 

Is the adder better than the eel, 

Becaufc his painted fkin contents the eye ? Shakefpeare. 

Conte'nt. n.f [from the verb.] 



CON 


Sons and brother at a flrife f 
What is your quarrel ? how began it firft ? 

-No quarrel, but a fweet contention. Shakefp. Hen. \ I. 


Moderate happinefs ; fuch f2tisfa<ftion as, though it docs not 
fill up diTirc, appeafes complaint. 

Nought’s had, all’s fpent. 

Where our defire is got without content. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

One thought content the good to be enjoy’d ; 

This every little accident deftroy’d. Dry den. 

A wife content his even foul fecur’d ; 

By want not fhaken, nor by wealth allur’d. Smith on Philips. 

2. Acquiefcence ; latisfadion in a thing unexamined. 

Others for language all their care exprefs. 

And value books, as women men, for drefs : 

Their praife is Hill — the ftyle is excellent ; 

The fenfc they humbly take upon content. Pope's Epijlles. 

3. [From eontentus, contained.] That which is contained, or 
included in any thing. 

Though my heart’s content firm love doth bear, 

Nothing of that fliall from mine eyes appear. Shakefpeare. 
Scarcely any thing can be certainly determined of the 
particular contents of any ftnglc mafs of ore by mere infpc&ion. 

Woodward’s Natural Hi/lory , p. iv. 
Thefc experiments are made on the blood of healthy ani- 
mals : in a lax and weak habit fuch a ferum might afford other 
contents. Arbuthnot on Aliments . 

4. The power of containing ; extent ; capacity. 

This ifland had then fifteen hundred ftrong fliips, of great 
content. Bacon. 

It were good to know the geometrical content , figure, and 
fituation of all the lands of a kingdom, according to natural 
bounds. Gratmfs Bills of Mortality. 

5. That which is comprifed in a writing. In this fenfe the 
plural only is in ufe. 

I have a letter from her 

Of fuch contents, as you will wonder at. Shakefpeare. 

I ihall prove thefe writings not counterfeits, but authen- 
tick, and the contents true, and worthy of a divine original. 

Crew's Coftnol. b. iv. c. 1 . f. t. 
The contents of both books come before thofe of the firft 
book, in the thread of theftory. Addifon's Spectator, N®. 267. 

Content a'tion. n.f. [from content. J Satisfaction ; content. 

I feek no better warrant than my own confcience, nor no 
greater pleafurc than mine own contentalion. _ Sidney. 

*" The fhield was not long after incruftcd with a new ruft, 
and is the fame ; a cut of which hath been engraved and ex- 
hibited, to the great contentation of the learned. Arbu. and Pope. 

Conte'nted. participial adj. [from content.] Satisfied; at 
quiet; not repining; not demanding more; eafy, though 
not plenarily happy. 

Barbarofla, in hope by fufferance to obtain another king- 
dorn, feemed contented with the anfwer. Knollcs's Hflory. 

Dream not of other worlds. 

Contented that thus far has been reveal’d. 

Not of earth only, but of higheft heav’n. Mitt. Par. Loft. 

If he can defery 

Some nobler foe approach, to him he calls, 

And begs his fate, and then contented falls. 

To diftant lands Vcrtumnus never roves. 

Like you, contented with his native groves. 

CONTE'NTION. n.f. [ contentio , Latin.] 

1. Strife; debate; conteft; quarrel; mutual opposition. 

Can we with manners alk what was the difference ? 

Safely, I think ; ’twas a contention in publick. Shakejp. 

But avoid fooliih queftions and genealogies, and \ contentions 
and ft ; v i n V/f. m. 9. 

a "can they keep thenifelves in a perpetual contention with 
their cafe, their rcafon, and their God, and not endure a fhort 
combat with a finful cuftom. . Decay of 1 iety. 

The ancients made contention the principle that reigned in 
the chaos at firft, and then love; the one to exprefs the divi- 
lions, and the other the union of all parties in the middle and 
common bond. Burnet's Theory of the Earth. 

2. Emulation j endeavour to excel. 


Denham. 


Pcpe. 


3. Eajicrnefs ; zeal ; ardour ; vehemence of endeavour. 

Your own earneftnefs and contention to effect what you are 
about, will continually fuggeft to you feveral artifices. 'Holder. 

T his is an end, which, at firft view, appears worthy our 
utmoft contention to obtain. Rogers. 

Conte'ntiqus. adj. [from contend ] Quarrelfom ; given to 
debate ; perverfe ; not peaceable. 

Thou think’ft much that this contentious ftorm 
Invades ns to the fkin. Shakefpeare’ s King Lear. 

There are certain contentious humours that are never to be 
pleafed. L'Eftrangl. 

Reft made them idle, idlenefs made them curious, and cu- 
riofity contentious. Decay of Piety. 

Contentious Jurifdidtion. [ In law.] A court which has a 
power to judge and determine differences between ci mending 
parties. The lord chief juftices, and judges, have a conten- 
tious jurifd'nftion ; but the lords of the treafury, and the com- 
miffioners of the cuftoms, have none, being merely judges 
of accounts and tranfa&ions. Chambers. 

Conte'ntiousl y. adv. [from contentious.] Pcrverfcly; quar- 
relfomely. 

We ftiall not contention fly rejoin, or only to juftify our own, 
but to applaud and confirm his maturcr aflertions. Broun. 

Contentiousness, n.f. [from contentious.] Pronencfs to 

conteft ; perverfenefs ; turbulence ; quarrelfomenefs. 

Do not emtentioufnefs and cruelty, and ftudy of revenge, 
feldom fail of retaliation ? Bentley's Sermons. 

Conte'ntless. adj. [from content.] Difcontentcd ; diflawf- 
fied ; uneafy. 

Beft ftates, contentlefs. 

Have a diftra&ed and moft wretched being, 

Worfe than the worft, content. Shakefpeare’ s Timon. 

CoNTE'ntment. n.f. [from content, the verb.] 

j. Acquiefcence without plenary fatisfaction. 

Such men’s contentment mult be wrought by ftratagem : the 
ufual method of fare is not for them. Hooker, b. iv. f. 8. 

Submiffion is the only rcafoning between a creature and its 
Maker, and contentment in his will is the beft remedy we can 
apply to misfortunes. Temple. 

Contentment , without external honour, is humility ; without 
the pleafure of eating, temperance. Crew’s Cojml. 

Some place the blils in action, fome in eafe, 

Thofe call it pleafure, and contentment thefe. Pope’s EJfays. 

But now no face divine contentment wears, 

’Tis all blank fadnefs, or continual tears. Pope. 

2. Gratification. 

At Paris the prince fpent one whole day, to give his mind 
fome contentment in viewing of a famous city. Wotton. 

Conterminous, adj. [center mintu, Latin.] Bordering upon; 
touching at the boundaries. 

This infenfibly conformed fo many of them, as were con- 
terminous to the colonics and garrifons, to the Roman laws. 

Hale's Law of England. 

Conterra'neous. adj. [eontenaneus, Lat<] Of the lame 

country. , . T>idl. 

To CONTE'ST. v. a. [eontefler, Fr. probably from contra 
teflari , Latin.] Todifpute; to controvert ; to litigate; to 
cal! in queftion. 

’Tis evident, upon what account none have prefumed to 
contejl the proportion of thefe ancient pieces. Dryd. Dufrejn. 

To Conte'st. v. n. Followed by with. 

1 . To ftrive ; to contend. 

The difficulty of an argument adds to the pleafure of con- 
tefling with it, when there are hopes of victory. Burnet. 

2. To vie; to emulate. 

I do contejl 

As hotly and as nobly with thy love. 

As ever in ambitious ftrengtb I did 

Contend againft thy valour. Shakefpeare s Coriolanus. 

Of man, who dares in pomp with Jove conteft, ^ 
Unchang’d, immortal, and fuprcmcly bleft ? Pope's Odyfey. 

Content, n.f [from the verb.] Difpute; difference; debate. 

This of old no lefs contejls did move, f 

Than when for Homer’s birth fev’n cities ftrove. Denham. 
A definition is the only way whereby the meaning of words 
can be known, without leaving room for conteft about it. Locke. 

Leave all noify contejls , all immodeft clamours, and brawl- 

. Watts. 

ing language. „ . 

Conte'stable. adj. [from contejl.] That may be con.-. - > 
difputablc; controvertible. , 

Conte'stableness. n.f. [from conteflable.] Poffibilityo 

conteft. r if'*' 

Contestation, n.f [from contejh] The a<ft of contcftir.g , 

debate ; flrife. r 

Doors lhut, vifits foibidden, and, which was worfe, divers 
contejl ations, even with the queen herfelf. If otten. 

After years fpent in domeftick> unfociable contejlatioi.^ e 
found means to withdraw. Clarendon, b. vu- 
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Lat.] To weave together; to 


CON 


to CONTE'X. v. a 

unite bv interpofition of parts. - . 

The fluid body of quickfilvcr is contextd with the falts it 


CONTINENT, adj. [conti hens, Latin.] 
j Chafte; abftemious in lawful pleafures. 


Lite 


carries up in fublimation# 


CofarirrT ZHCCCk ZSt St, ° f * 


Boyle. Hath been as eminent, as ebaftcastrue ^ 

nf a As I am now unhappy. Shaktjpear e s rr im 


difcourfir ; the parts of the difcouife that precede and follow 

lhC Thafchapter is really a reprefentation of one, which hath 
only the knowledge, not practice of his duty ; as is maniie 
from the context . . Hammond on Fundamentals . 

Conte'xt. adj . [from contest .] Knit together ; firm. 

Hollow and thin, for lightnefs ; but withal context ami firm, 
for ftrenoth. Der ham's Phyfsco - Theology . 

Conte'xTURE. n.f [from center .] I he d.fpofmon of parts 
one amoiigft others ; the compofition of any thing out ot lepa- 
rate parts ; the fyfteni ; the conftitution ; the manner ui wlncli 

anv thine is woven or formed. .... , „ > 

He was not of any delicate contexture ; his limbs rather Iturdy 

than dainty. , , 

livery fpecics, afterwards expreffed, was produced from 
tliat idea, forming that wonderful contexture of created beings. 

Dryden’s Dufrejhoy, Preface. 

Hence ’gan relax. 

The ground’s 1 antes ture ; hcncc Tartarian dregs, 

Sulphur, and nitrous fpume, enkindling fierce. 

Bellow’d within their darkfomc caves. 

This apt, this wife contexture of the lea. 

Makes it the fhips, driv’n by the winds, obey 5 
Whence hardy merchants fail from fhorc to fhorc, 
Conticna'tion. n . f . [ contignatio , Latin.] 

I.-A frame of beams or boards joined together. 

We mean a porch, or cloifter, or the like, of one contigna- 
tion, and not in ftoried buildings. Wotton s Architecture. 

1. The act of framing or joining a fabrick. 

Contigu'ity. n.f. [from contiguous.] Adlnal contact ; fitua- 
tion in which two bodies or countries touch upon each other. 

He defined magnetical attraction to be a natural imitation 
and difpofition conforming unto contiguity. Brown, b. ii. 
1 he immediate contiguity of that convex were a real fpacc. 

Hale’s Origin of Mankind. 
CONTIGUOUS, adj. [conti gnus, Latin.] 


2 . 


Reftrained; moderate; temperate. 

vou, have a continent forbearance, till the Ipeca or 

' T Cl ... L ./l -✓.-a* r Kilter l.t'LiV « 


Shakefpeare s King Lear. 


Philips. 


B lac km. 


1 . Meeting fo as to touch ; bordering upon each other ; not 
feparate. 

Flame doth not mingle with flame as air doth with air, or wa- 
ter with water, but only remaineth contiguous, as it comctli to 
pafs betwixt confiding bodies. Bacon’s Nat. Hi/lory, N°. 31. 
The loud mifrule 

Of chaos far remov’d ; left fierce extremes. 

Contiguous, might diftemper the whole frame. Milt. Pa. Left. 

The Eaft and Weft 
Upon the globe, a mathematick point 
Only divides : thus happinefs and mifery. 

And all extremes, are (fill contiguous. Denham’s Sophy. 
Dirtinguilh them by the diminution of the lights and fha- 
dows, joining the contiguous objects by the participation of 
their colours. Dryden’s Dufrcfnoy. 

When I viewed it too near, the two halfs of the paper did 
not appear fully divided from one another, but feemed conti- 
guous at one of their angles. Newton’s Opt. 

2. It has fometimes with. 

Water, being contiguous with air, cooleth it, but moifteneth 
it not. Bacon's Natural Hiftery, N 3 . 865. 

Contiguously, adv. [from contiguous.] Without any inter- 
vening fpaccs. 

Thus dilembroil’d, they take their proper place, 

1 he next of kin contiguoufy embrace, 

And foes arc funder’d by a larger fpace. Dryden's Ovid. 
Conti'guoijsness. n.f. [from contiguous.] Clofe connection 
coherence. Diet. 

Continence. ) 

Co'ntinency. \ n 'd LaUn -3 

1. Reftraint ; command of one’s felf. 

He knew what to fay ; he knew alfo when to leave off, a 
continence which is praftiled by few writers. Dryd. Fab. Pref. 

2. Chaftity in general. 

Where is he ? — 

— In her chamber, making a fernion of emtineney to her, 
and rails, and fwears, and rates. Shak. Tam. of the Shrew. 
Suffer not dilhonour to approach 
Th’ imperial feat ; to virtue confecratc, 
l'ojuftice, continence, and nobility. Shai. Titus Andrtmicus. 
3 - E orbearance of lawful pleafure. 

Content without lawful vcncry, is continence-, without un- 
lawful, chaftity. Crew’s Cefmcl. 

4 * Moderation in lawful pleafures. 

Chaftity is either abftinence or continence : abftinence is that 
of virgins or widows; continence, of married perfons. Taylor. 
5. Continuity; uninterrupted courfe. 

Anfwcrs ought to be made before the fame judge, before 
whom the depolitions were produced, left the continence of the 
courfe fljduld be divided ; or, in other terms, left there fhould 
be a difcontinuance of the caufe. Ay life's Paragon. 


vid. | 


I pray y< 

his rage goes flowerT^^^I 

3 ‘ C The' North-raft"' part of Afia is, if not continent with the 
Weft fide of America, yet certainly it js the leaft disjoined y 
fea of all that coaft of Afia. Brercwood on Languages. 

Continent, n.f [continens, Latin.] 

1. Land not disjoined by the lea from other lands. 

Whether this portion of the world were rent, 

By the rude ocean, from the continent ; 

Or thus cheated, it was fure defign’d • 

To be the facred refuge of mankind. Walter. 

The declivity of rivers will be fo much the lefs, and there- 
fore the continents will be the lefs drained, and will gradually 
increafe in humidity. . r Benthy’s Sermons. 

2 . That which contains any thing. This fenfe is pci h.ip» only 

in Shakefpeare. . 

You Ihall find in him the continent of what part a gentle- 
man would fee. , Shakefpeare h Hamlet. 

O cleave my Tides ! 

Heart, once be ftrongei than thy continent. 

Crack thy frail calc. Shakefp. Anthony and Cleopatra. 

Clofe pent-up guilts. 

Rive your contending continents. S akefpecre s King Lear. 
To CONTFNGE. v. n. [conti ngo, Lat.] To touch; to reach 

to happen. d’ 1 / 1 ' 

Cont/ngence. ? n. f. [from contingent.] The quality of being 
Contingency, s fortuitous; accidental ppflibility. 

Their credulities affent unto any prognofticks, which, con- 
fidering the contingency in events, are only in the prelciencc of 
God. Brown’s Vulgar Errours , b. i. c. 3. 

For once, O hcav’n ! unfold thy adamantine book ; 

If not thy firm, immutable decree, 

At leaft the fecond page of great contingency , 

Such as confifts with wills originally free. Dryden. 

Ariftotle fays, we are not to build certain rules upon the 
contingency of human actions. South s Sermons. 

Contingent, adj. [ contingens, Latin.] Falling out by 
chance; accidental; r.ot determinable by any certain rule. 

Hazard naturally implies in it, firft, fometliing future ; fc- 
condly, fomething contingent. South. 

I firft thoroughly informed myfclf in all material circum- 
ftances of it, in more places than one, that there might be 
nothing cafual or contingent in any one of thofe circumftanccs. 

Woodward’ s Natural Hi /1 cry. 

Contingent, n.f. 

1. A thing in the hands of chance. 

By contingents we are to underftand thofe things which come- 
to pafs without any human forecaft. Crew’s Cofmol. b. ii*. c. 2. 

His undcrllanding could nlmoft pierce into future contingents , 
his conjectures improving even to prophecy. South's Sermons. 

2. A proportion that falls to any perfon upon a divifion : thus, 
in time of war, each prince of Germany is to furnifh his 
contingent of men, money, and munition. 

Contingently, adv. [from contingent.] Accidentally; 
without any fettled rule. 

It is digged out of the earth contingently, and indifferently, 
as the pyritae and agates. Woodward's Natural Hi/lory, p iv. 
Contingent ness. n.f. [from contingent] Accidentalnefs: 
Continual, adj. [contin»us, Latin.] 

1. Inccfl'ant; proceeding without interruption; fucceffive without 
any fpace of time between. Continual is ufed yf time, and 
continuous of place. 

He that is of a merry heart, hath a continual feaft. Prov. 1 5. 
’Tis all blank fadnefs, or continual tears. Pope. 

2 . [In law.] A continual claim is made from time to time, 
within every year and day, to land or other thing, which, in 
fome refpeit, we cannot attain without danger.^ For exam- 
ple, if I be difieiled of l^tnd, into which, though I have light 
into it. I dare not enter, for fear of beating; it behooveth me 
to hold on my right of entry to the heft opportunity of me 
and mine heir, by approaching as near it as I can, once every 
year as long as 1 live ; and lb I favc the right of entry to my 

* 1c ' r * . Cowel. 

Conti nually, adv. [from continual.] 

1. Without paufe ; without interruption. 

1 he drawing of the houghs into the infidc of a room, 
where a fire is continually kept, hath been tried with grapes. 

Bacon’s Natural Idiftory, N°. 40 c. 

2. Without ceafing. 

Why do not all animals continually increafe in bignefs- 
during the whole fpace of their lives ? Bentleys Seim. ns. 

Continuance, n.f. [from continue] 

1. Succcffion uninterrupted. 

The brute immediately regards his own prefervation, or the 
continuance of h.s fpecies. Addifon’s typed/ at or, N°. 1 zo. 

2. Permanence 
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